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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 
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International application No. PCT/EP 03/50895 



I. Basis of the report 



Wrth i-egard to the elements of tiie international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
^ receiving Office ,n response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred toiX^T^%ri^n^tv^^^^^ 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments mulS70l6^d%.17)r 

Description, Pages 

^"27 as originally filed 

Claims, NumbetB 

"29 as originally filed 

Drawings, Slieets 

^''4-4/4 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Aijthorih/ in tho 
language in which the intemational application was filed, unless othen^i Je .?,ScS unde^^^^^^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
° fiSe K'.2^lndtor^^T^*'°" ^""'"^^^^ °^ international preliminary examination (under 

r-^SMra^'^^^^^^^^^^^ appllca«o„. 

□ contained in the international application in written fomi. 
O filed together with the intemational application in computer readable forrii. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fonn. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). ^ 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

1. Statennent 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US 2002/1 7421 1 A1 (MIYAKE SHIGERU ET AL) 21 November 2002 



3. 



Document D1 . which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art 
discloses (cf. [0070].[0074].[0075]) a system for operating a storage area network 
from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that a trusted management 
client unit connected to the SAN management is configured to issue commands in 
the fibre channel network In place of each operating system image. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as protecting 
the storage area network against unauthorized access by non-trusted operating 
system images. 

Since neither the problem nor the solution proposed in claim 1 are disclosed or 
suggested In the prior art documents, the subject-matter of claim 1 is considered 
as new and inventive (Article 33(2) 33(3) PCT). 

Claims 21 ,29 are representations of claim 1 in method and computer program 
product terms, therefore, taking into account the reasoning above, claims 21.29 
also meet the novelty and inventive step requirements (Article 33(2) 33(3) PCT). 

Claims 2-20.22-28 are dependent on claims 1.21 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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